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Yaur fatsrert aad coneera ab@* the problem rabed ia 
Mzmdae’s and E)feter’r lettar te Scisrcce ia mort hsarteaing parti- 
cularly as there are many poplo hare who also beliwm asy 
exptasrion of c016cern is lflrnly to ret genetie cbasmi~try research 
back aeriaurly ami to Wrhgs up- tb tgaditional rightr of free 
inquiry. 

The o ~ c a m e  of the Cordon Confareace letter (Maxim’s) 
was to prod the Amsrnbly of Life Sciences of the National Reasarch 
CtrapciJ. W o  asking m e  te advim them on the isswr rabed by the 
letter, but to do Itt Mermally, La. ,“unoffkial”. I a6ked a group 
of people (David Baltimore, Jim Wataoa, Dan Nathartr, Shsrman 
Weirrmaa, Norton Z f a d a r  and Richard R o b b  were the oaea who 
attmdcrd) to meat with m e  to dtrcar. the matter and arrive at some 
recc#nnnenda.tionsl for the Ae8embI7. W e  mcst at MIT for a day and 
settled on tkua ideo of caUiag a eoaference next February of those 
rcbntistr w e r u g  os methods of j0-g DNA molaculer a d  par- 
ticularly thare involved in constructing hybrid DNAr. It was our 
plan that OXM of the majot purgorar of the Caferenee, beslides a 
report on the rchntifk progrsrr (the state of the ‘‘art). would be 
a wMe ranging dircurrioa of pcslomtial hesrarda growing otrt of t h e e  
types of experiments. Were there any axperimarste that shmld a& 
be done? How could such a moratorium be propored or enforeed? 
In rhort, we expected a frank a d  searching ratview o€ what people 
ware doing ox wrreud to do8 particularly from thrs point of view of 
whether they should be done. But as we talked we realized that 
the pace of events might not wait  for February and that some of the 
~xpsrimenta many pople would agree cauld ba Basardour would be 
done by then (e.g., attempt8 to fuse portionr, o€ Hsrpsr DNA to 
appropriate plasmfdr for cloning in E. coli were imminent). Since 
the technology €or coswrtructing hybr-become ridiculcrurly 
simple (ret the April and May PNAS), that fear war well founded, 

Conrequerttly we decided to dwfre a letter to be submitted 
to Scislmce and Nature cialfhg on rcientirts to defer certain kinds of 
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expe rhea te  until these potential hartards could be better evaluated 
and certainly until there was an opportunity to  discuss the issues 
at the February meeting. After the draft of the letter was constructed, 
revised and finally settled on the Academy suggested that it be sub- 
mitted as a report of a Committee of the Assembly of Life Sciencee. 
Enclosed is the final draft to be submitted to Science and Nature in a 
few days. 
public or available except as a privileged cammunication. 
realran for this is some touchiness by the Academy, the journals who 
wil l  publish it and one newspaper which ie withboldlng publication of 
its contents until the journals appear. ) If yau would like to discura its 
contents, implications or  impact perhaps we can do it by telephone 
before you have to addreas the government committee. 
Stanford the entire week of June 24th. 

It is for your information but I would ask you not to make it 
(The 

1'11 be at 

I've just  returned from a t r ip  in your footsteps! I was one of 

I heard much of your exploits-swimming in the 
the 1974 Australian Biochemical Society Lecturers for the annual 
meeting in Adelaide. 
shark-infested water  efound the Great Barrier Reef-wit, charm and 
beautffril science. 
have to compare experierices. 

It was a marvelous month and eomeday we shall 

Ia it permitted t o  offer my  congratulations and beet wishelr at 
your having beta  offered and accepted the Chair in Biochemistry at 
Cambridge? 
Cambridge to vieit with you. 
C amb r idge B ioc hem i s  t r y . 

Well ,  anyway, I do. And I hope on future visits to 
I'm sure this portends a new era for 

With  beet regards, 
Since rely, 
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